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Guiding Principles 

1 O f  O I o • o I o  t O O O I o  O o o I o  I 1 O O O O O I O  I I t  O O I O  O O O I O  t I O  I O  o o I O  I I I t  t o  O I O  I I t  f o 

Purpose of the Guiding Principles is to establish the core foundation �;i�·c·i�l�� ·;r·��- �hi,�h ·t·h� • • • • 
Standards and Guidelines are created and to provide guidance in the absence of a specific 
standard or guideline. 

1. The highest priority of these Standards and Guidelines is to maximize community
safety __ i through the effective delivery of quality evaluation, treatment and
management of sex offenders._}

2. Sexual offenses are traumatic and can have a devastating impact on the victim and
victim's family.

Sexual offenses violate victims and can lead to common and serious consequences
across all areas of victims' lives, including chronic and severe mental and physical
health symptoms,_-3 as well as social, family, economic, and spiritual harm ..... 4 

Research and clinical experience indicate that victims of sexual abuse often face
long-term impact and continue to struggle for recovery over the course of their
lifetime.wu5 The impact of sexual offenses on victims varies based on numerous
factors. By defining the offending behavior and holding offenders accountable,
victims may potentially experience protection, support and recovery,w..6 Professionals
working with sexual offenders should be alert to how offenders' behaviors may
inflict further harm on persons they have previously victimized._}

' Center for Sex Offender Management (2007). Enhancing the Management of Adult and Juvenile Sex Offenders: A Handbook for
Policymakers and Practitioners. Center for Effective Public Policy1 U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice Programs, 2005-
WP-8X-K179 and 2006-WP-BX-K004; Colorado Revised Statutes1b.11. 7-101, "To protect the public and to work toward the
elimination of sexual offenses, it is necessary to comprehensively evaluate, identify, treat, manage and monitor convicted adult
sex offenders who are subject to the criminal justice system ... " 
1 Mann, R. (2009}. Sex offender treatment: The case for manualization. Journal of Sexual Aggression, 15(2): 121-131; Schmucker, 
M. & Losel, F. (2015). The effects of sexual offender treatment on recidivism: an international meta-analysis of sound quality 
evaluations. Journal of Experimental Criminology, 11(4):597-630. 
3 Chen et al. (2010). Sexual abuse and lifetime diagnosis of psychiatric disorders: Systematic review and meta-analysis. Mayo
Clinic Proceedings, 85, 618-629; Dworking, E. R., Menon, 5. V.J.. Bystrynski, J., & Allen, N. E. (2017}. Sexual assault victimization 
and psychopathology: A review and meta-analysis. Clinical t-sychology Review, 56, 65-81; Mason, F. & Lodrick Z. (2013). 
Psycho[ogical consequences of sexual assault. Best Practice & Researcn Clinical Obstetrics and Gynaecology, 27, 27-37; O Leary, 
P., Easton, 5. D., & Gould, N. (2017). The effect of child sexual abuse on men: Toward a male sensitive measure. Journot of 
lnter,:iersonal Violence, 32(2)

,. 
423-445; Perez-F uentes, G., OlfsonJ M.,, Villegas, L., Morcillo, C., Wang

_, 
5. 

1 
& Blanco, C. (2013

!
.

Prevalence and correlates or child sexual abuse: A national stuoy. 1.omprehensive Psychiatry, 54, fb-17; Walsh et al. (2012 . 
National prevalence of posttraumatic stress disorder among sexually re-victimized adolescent, college, and adu t
household-residing women. Archives of General PsychiatrYi 69(9), '.135-942; Wilson, D. (2010). Health Consequences of Childhood 
Sexual Abuse. Perspectives in Psychiatric Care. 46(1), 56·0'1. 

'Dworking et al (2017); Mason et al (2017); O'Leary et al (2017); Perez-Fuentes et al (2013). 

' Campbell, R., Dworkin, E., & Cabral, G. (2009). An ecological model of the impact of sexual assault on women's mental health. 
Trauma, Violence, & Abuse, 10, 225-246; Cuevas, C. A., Finkelhor, D., Clifford� C., & Ormrod, R. K. (2010). P�chological distress 
as a risk factor for re-victimization in children. Child Abuse & Neglect, 34, 2J5-243; Dworking et al (2017)

6
- Flnkelhor, D. (2009j. The Prevention of Childhood Sexual Abuse. Future of Children, 19(2), 169-194; Mason et al (2017); 'Leary et al (2017 ; 

Perez-Fuentes et al (2013). 

• Whittle et al. (2015). A Comparison of Victim and Offender Perspectives of Grooming and Sexual Abuse. Deviant Behavior, 36(7),
539-564. 

' Hanson, R. K. & Yates, P. M. (2013). Psychological treatment of sex offenders. Current Psychiatry Reports, 15(3), 1-8; Littleton,
H. (2010). The impact of social sup12ort and negative disclosure reactions on sexual assault victims: A cross-sectional and
longitudinal investigation. Journal of Trauma & Dissociation, 11, 210-227; Patterson, D. (2011 ). The linkag_e between secondary
victimization by law enforcement and rape case outcomes. Journal of Interpersonal Violence, 26(2), 328- 347; Watson, R.,
Daffern, M., & Thomas, 5. (2017}. The impact of interpersonal style and interpersonal comr1leme11tarity on the therar1eutic
alliance between therai:,_ists and offenders in sex offender treatment. Sexual Abuse: A Journal of Research and Treatment, 29(2),
107-127; Watson, R., Thomas, S., & Daffern, M. (2015). The impact of interpersonal style on ruptures and repairs in the
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