
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
2222 West Encanto Boulevard | Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Katie Hobbs 
Governor of Arizona 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Governor Hobbs, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 



Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
2222 West Encanto Boulevard | Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
Home Page:  https://www.azdps.gov/sex-offender-management-board 
Telephone (602) 223-2611 | Email AZSOMB@AZDPS.GOV 

April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Steve Montenegro 
Speaker of the Arizona House of Representatives 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Speaker Montenegro, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Janae Shamp  
Arizona House of Representatives 
1700 West Washington Street  
Phoenix, Arizona 85007  

Dear Senator Shamp, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Warren Petersen 
President of the Arizona State Senate 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear President Petersen, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 



Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
2222 West Encanto Boulevard | Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
Home Page:  https://www.azdps.gov/sex-offender-management-board 
Telephone (602) 223-2611 | Email AZSOMB@AZDPS.GOV 

April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Wendy Rogers 
Arizona State Senate Judiciary Committee 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Senator Rogers, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Oscar De Los Santos  
Minority Leader of the Arizona House of Representatives 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Representative De Los Santos, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 



Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
2222 West Encanto Boulevard | Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
Home Page:  https://www.azdps.gov/sex-offender-management-board 
Telephone (602) 223-2611 | Email AZSOMB@AZDPS.GOV 

April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Alma Hernandez 
Arizona House of Representatives Judiciary Committee 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Representative Hernandez, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Analise Ortiz 
Arizona State Senate Judiciary Committee 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Senator Ortiz, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
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April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Priya Sundareshan 
Minority Leader of the Arizona State Senate 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Senator Sundareshan, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 



Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 
2222 West Encanto Boulevard | Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
Home Page:  https://www.azdps.gov/sex-offender-management-board 
Telephone (602) 223-2611 | Email AZSOMB@AZDPS.GOV 

April 22, 2026 

The Honorable Quang H. Nguyen 
Arizona House of Representatives Judiciary Committee 
1700 West Washington Street 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

Dear Representative Nguyen, 

On behalf of the Arizona Sex Offender Management Board (AZSOMB), I write to respectfully 
express the Board’s opposition to SB1709. 

Following review and discussion, the Board voted on April 20, 2026, to oppose SB1709 by a vote 
of 20 yes, two no, and four abstaining. The Board opposes the bill as written because it takes away 
the court’s discretion, is offense-based rather than risk-based, and would result in prison solely for 
a de minimis probation violation (e.g., a criminal traffic violation). 

The recording of the meeting is available at: https://www.azdps.gov/sites/default/files/2026-
04/AZSOMB%20Board%20Meeting%20Recording%20April%2020%202026.mp3 (timestamp 

discussion begins at 1:32:34 and concludes at 1:55:30). 

The AZSOMB remains committed to working collaboratively with the Executive Branch and the 
Legislature to advance sound policy. Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Beth Goulden 
Chairperson 
Arizona Sex Offender Management Board 


