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Executive Summary

In June 2002, the Arizona Attorney General and Ford Motor Company assembled a Blue Ribbon
Panel to review and recommend improvements to police practices in traffic patrol situations. In
an initial step to gather basic information, the Panel tasked the Arizona Department of Public
Safety with conducting a small survey to identify current traffic patrol practices used by law
enforcement agencies. This report summarizes the findings of that survey.

DPS began distributing the survey in August 2002. As of September 2003, 129 agencies have
returned completed surveys. Respondents include 86 police departments, 30 state-level patrol
agencies, and 13 sheriff’s offices. An analysis of their overall responses shows:

*  73.6% park vehicles offset left

e 70.5% park in the rear of the violator vehicle

*  76.7% leave both top lights and rear flashers on during a stop

*  63.6% say their officers approach a violator vehicle on the driver’s side

*  58.1% say officers are seated in the patrol vehicle while issuing a citation

*  96.1% report violators are seated in the violator’s vehicle while the officer issues a citation
e 82.2% park patrol vehicles to the rear of a collision scene

*  65.9% rely solely on the Ford Crown Victoria Police Interceptor for patrol purposes
*  86.8% mark patrol vehicles with reflective decals on both sides of the vehicle

*  62.8% mark vehicles with reflective decals on the rear

* 92.2% report their vehicles are equipped with top mount emergency lighting

*  51.2% carry at least 14 items in the trunk compartment

*  51.2% use the factory installed top mount bracket for the securing the spare tire

*  84.5% say they do not have any special procedures for packing the vehicle trunk

e 45.0% mount shotguns parallel to the roof, behind the officer

e 73.7% place MDC/laptop computers in patrol vehicles

*  66.6% use video cameras

*  66.7% install combination metal/Plexiglass prisoner barriers in patrol vehicles

*  28.7% use plastic prisoner restraint seats
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Background

In June 2002, the Arizona Attorney General and Ford Motor Company assembled a Blue Ribbon
Panel to review and recommend improvements to police practices in traffic patrol situations. The
Panel, consisting of representatives of the Arizona Department of Public Safety, Phoenix Police
Department, Florida Highway Patrol, and Ford, also is working with a technical task force of Ford
Motor Company engineers and NHTSA to enhance the safety of Crown Victoria Police
Interceptor vehicles.

In an initial step to gather basic information, the Panel tasked the Arizona Department of Public
Safety with conducting a survey to identify current traffic patrol practices used by law enforcement
agencies. This report summarizes the findings of that survey. It is important to note, that this
report identifies the most common practices reported by the respondents. The Panel will use these
initial finding, as well as input from NHTSA and the Ford Motor Company, to develop best
practice recommendations to improve officer safety.

Methodology

In August 2002, the survey was distributed to panel members and attendees at the Western
Regional meeting of the IACP State and Provincial Division. Some panel members and meeting
attendees then distributed the survey to other law enforcement agencies within their states. In
addition, the survey was sent to members of the IACP State and Provincial Police Planning
Officers Section (SPPPOS) via the Internet. In September 2002, the Ford Motor Company posted
the survey questionnaire on an Internet site created to share information about the Crown Victoria
Police Interceptor vehicles (www.cvpi.com/brp.htm).

In the first section of the survey, agencies were asked six questions related to current police
roadside practices and procedures. In the second section of the survey, agencies were asked about
police equipment issues and given the opportunity to suggest alternatives to existing practices and
to provide general comments. See Appendix A for a copy of the survey questionnaire. Data tables
in Appendix B show responses to each question and the full text of written comments.

As of September 2, 2003, 129 agencies have returned completed surveys. Respondents include 86
police departments, 30 state-level patrol agencies, and 13 sheriff’s offices. Because of the small
number of responding agencies, care should be taken before generalizing their responses as
representative of all law enforcement agencies in North America. Appendix C lists the responding
agencies.

Findings - Roadside Practices and Procedures

*  Car position during violator stops

Respondents were given a checklist of options to indicate current practices for positioning patrol
vehicles during a traffic stop. They could select as many of the options as needed to adequately
describe their operations. Overall, a large majority (73.6%) indicate that they park offset left and
to the rear of a violator vehicle (70.5%). Less than half (45.7%) say they also turn wheels to the
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left. Only five agencies opt to
park offset right, and only two
report parking in front of the
violator vehicle.

There are slight differences
between the practices of police
departments, sheriff’s offices,
and state-level patrol agencies.
Police agencies were slightly
more likely to park offset left
(79.1%) compared to state-
patrol agencies (66.7%) or
sheriff’s offices (53.8%). In
addition, state-level agencies

Type of Agency
Overall " i
Police Dept. | State Patrol Sg:r::;f:s
Car position during violator stops?
Park off set left 736% 95| 79.1% 68| 66.7% 20| 53.8% 7
Park in rear of violator vehicle 705% 91| 709% 61| 700% 21| 692% 9
Wheels turned to left 45.7% 59| 419% 36| 50.0% 15| 615% 8
_ Feet from violator vehicle 388% 50| 37.2% 32| 333% 10| 615% 8
Angle 202% 26| 128% 11| 36.7% 11| 308% 4
Wheels turned to right 6.2% 8 81% 7 3.3% 1 00% 0
Other 6.2% 8 47% 4| 100% 3 77% 1
Park off set right 39% 5 23% 2| 100% 3 00% 0
Park in front of violator vehicle 16% 2 00% O 6.7% 2 00% O
Park straight on 16% 2 12% 1 33% 1 00% 0
No Answer 00% O 00% O 00% 0O 00% O
Totals * * * * * * * *
Replies 129 86 30 13

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

are more likely to park at an angle compared to other agencies and are the only agencies reporting
that they park in front of the violator vehicle.

Of the 51 responding agencies
who listed parking distances

Type of Agency
overall | bolice Dept. | State Patrol Sheriffs from the violator vehicle,

Parking distance from violator vehicle. sheriff’ S departments appear

Minimum 16 o 20 feet 116% 15| 93% 8| 200% 6| 7.7% 1

Minimum 5 to 10 feet 10.9% 14 11.6% 10| 100% 3 779% 1 to park further baCk from the

Minimum 11 to 15 feet 109% 14| 128% 11| 00% 0| 231% 3| scene than other agencies. In

Minimum 21 feet or more 62% 8 3.5% 3 6.7% 2| 231% 3 added commentS, agencies

Others 00% O 00% O 00% 0 00% O . d. t th t ff

No Answer 60.5% 78| 62.8% _ﬁ 63.3% 19| 385% 5 In .lca € ato .lcers .are

Totals i i I * +| trained to use discretion and

Replies 51 32 n 81 park based on existing
*Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%. circurnstances. (See Appendix

B for full text of comments.)
e  Different parking positions
Only 36 of the 126 responding
agencies (27.9%) state that
they use different parking Type of Agency
o . Overall - Sheriff
positions for different types of Police Dept. | State Patrol | SAES
highways. Sheriff’s offices are | Use different parking positions for
. . . different highway types?

more likely to modify parking No 69.8% 90| 77.9% 67| 533% 16| 538% 7
praCtiCCS based on the type Of Yes 279% 36| 221% 19| 36.7% 11 46.2% 6

. o No Answer 23% 3| 00% 0| 100% 3| 00% 0
highway (46.2%) than state- Totals P e e e
patrol agencies (36.7%) or Replies 126 86 27 13

police agencies (22.1%). In
additional comments, it

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

appears that officers are encouraged to chose whatever is safest based on officer safety, traffic
volume, road design, environmental conditions, time, obstacles, etc.
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*  Use of emergency lights

In this question area, respondents were given a checklist of options to indicate which emergency
lights are left on during a stop. Again, they could select multiple answers to reflect actual

Type of Agency
Overall . i
Police Dept. | State Patrol Sgg_lr:;fgs
Are emergency lights left on during
the stop?
Both top lights and rear flashers
left on 76.7% 99| 814% 70| 60.0% 18| 84.6% 11
Other 186% 24| 151% 13| 30.0% 9| 154% 2
Only full top mount lights left on 85% 11| 105% 9 33% 1 77% 1
Only rear flashers left on 39% 5 23% 2 6.7% 2 77% 1
Yes 31% 4 12% 1] 100% 3 00% 0
No 08% 1 00% O 33% 1 00% O
No Answer 00% 0 00% O 00% 0 00% O
Totals oo « * * * *
Replies 129 86 30 13

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

to all lights being activated during every stop.

of officer discretion.
*  Officer approach

The differences between police
agencies and other types of
agencies are greater in this
topic area than any other in the
survey. A majority of
responding police agencies

operations. Overwhelmingly,
81.4% of police and 84.6% of
sheriff’s agencies indicate that
the most common practice is
to leave both top lights and
rear flashers on during a stop.
In contrast, a slight majority
(60%) of state-patrol agencies
choose that option. Several
agencies (24) indicate other
options are used, ranging
from no lights in
nonhazardous situations, up

Additional written comments stress the importance

Type of Agency
Overali . i
Police Dept. | State Patrol sg?r:ggs
How do your officers approach the
violator vehicle?
On the driver's side 636% 82| 744% 64| 400% 12| 462% 6
Both 318% 41| 244% 21| 43.3% 13| 538% 7
On the passenger side 3% 5 12% 1 133% 4 00% O
No Answer 08% 1 00% O 3.3% 1 00% 0
Totals 100.0% 129 | 100.0% 86 | 100.0% 30 | 100.0% 13

(74.4%) use the driver’s side approach with 24.4% saying it is acceptable to approach from either
side. On the other hand, less than half of state (40%) and sheriff’s agencies (46.2%) say they
approach on the driver’s side. Both groups are more likely to say officers approach from both
sides. In addition, state-level agencies represent 4 of the 5 agencies opting to have officers
approach primarily on the passenger side.

o Officer location

Close to 7 out of 10 state-
patrol (70%) and sheriff’s
offices (69.2%) say that
officers are seated in the patrol
vehicle while issuing a citation.
Most police departments also
employ this practice but only
by a bare majority (52.3%).

Type of Agency
Overall " Sheriff's
Police Dept. | State Patrol Office
Officer location while issuing a
citatation?
Seated in the patrol vehicle 58.1% 75| 523% 45| 70.0% 21 69.2% 9
By the violator vehicle driver's door 256% 33| 31.4% 27| 200% 6 00% O
Standing at the patrol vehicle
passenger-side door 171% 22| 163% 14| 167% 5| 231% 3
Other 9.3% 12 70% 6| 167% 5 7.7% 1
Standing to the rear of the patrol
vehicle 8.5% 11 81% 7 6.7% 2| 154% 2
By the violator vehicle passenger
door 47% 6 47% 4 6.7% 2 00% 0O
No Answer 1.6% 2 12% 1 3.3% 1 00% O
Totals * * * * * * * 3
Replies 127 85 29 13
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Violator location

When asked where the violator
is located while the officer
issues a citation, the most
common practice is seated in
the violator vehicle. This
response is given by 98.8% of
police, 90% of state patrols,
and 92.3% of sheriff’s offices.

Type of Agency
Overall ) i
Police Dept. | State Patrol Sg%ggs
Violator location while the officer
writes citation?
Seated in violator vehicle 96.1% 124 | 98.8% 85| 90.0% 27| 92.3% 12
Standing with the officer 7.8% 10 35% 3| 16.7% 5| 154% 2
Seated in the patrol vehicle 54% 7 35% 3| 133% 4 00% O
Other 3.1% 4 2.3% 2 6.7% 2 0.0% 0
No Answer 00% O 00% 0 00% O 00% O
Totals PR PR . = PO
Replies 129 86 30 13

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

Patrol vehicle position at a collision scene

Type of Agency
Overall i
Police Dept. | State Patrol Sggf'cfgs
Patrol vehicle position at collision
scene?
Park to the rear of the scene 822% 106 | 77.9% 67| 86.7% 26| 100.0% 13
Other 17.8% 23 186% 16| 20.0% 6 7.7% 1
Park in front of the scene 9.3% 12 10.5% 9 6.7% 2 7.7% 1
No Answer 23% 3 35% 3 0.0% 0 00% 0
Totals P P PR PR
Replies 126 83 30 13

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

protect the scene when a situation so dictates

practice of parking in front of the scene.

The most common parking
position for a patrol vehicle at
a collision scene is to the rear
of the scene. This practice is
employed by 86.7% of the
responding state agencies,
77.9% of police departments,
and 100% of responding
sheriff’s offices. Other
parking positions appear to be
chosen based on a necessity to

. However, nine police agencies have adopted the

Findings - Police Equipment Issues

Vehicles used for patrol

All of the 114 agencies
answering this question use

the Ford Crown Victoria
Police Interceptor for patrol
purposes. Other vehicles used
by state-level agencies include:
Chevrolet Impala, Camaro,
and Tahoe; Dodge Intrepid
and Durango; Ford

Type of Agency
Overall . j
Police Dept. | State Patrol Sg;'r::fgs
Type of vehicle used for patrol?

Only Ford CVPI 65.9% 85| 756% 65| 433% 13| 538% 7
Ford CVPI and Chevrolets 14.0% 18 70% 6| 300% 9| 231% 3
CVPI and Various Others 47% 6 35% 3| 10.0% 3 00% 0
Ford CVPI and Other Fords 23% 3 35% 3 00% O 0.0% 0
Ford CVPI, Chevrolets, and

Dodges 16% 2 00% O 6.7% 2 00% O
No Answer 116% 15| 105% 9| 100% 3| 231% 3
Totals PR~ PR P PR
Replies 114 77 27 10

Expedition; and unspecified
pickups and SUVs. Police

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

agencies other choices include: Chevrolet Impala, Suburban, Tahoe, and Caprice; Jeep Cherokee;
Ford Expedition, Bronco, Explorer, and Taurus. Sheriff’s offices also report using the Chevrolet

Tahoe and Impala.
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*  Vehicle markings

Type of Agency Most agencies place reflective
Ol | poice Dept. | State Parol | SIS | decals on both sides of a
How are Qatrol vehicles markgd? Vehicle. Nearly 9in 10 police
Reflective decals on both sides 86.8% 112 | 88.4% 76| 83.3% 25| 846% 11 ) o )
Reflective decals on rear 628% 81| 60.5% 52| 66.7% 20| 69.2% 9 agencies (88.4%) mark their
Other 109% 14| 70% 6| 233% 7| 77% 1| cars this way with 8 in 10
Nonreflective decals on both sides |  8.5% 11| 9.3% 8| 33% 1| 154% 2 state-level agencies (83.3%)
Nonreflective decals on rear 7.0% 9 81% 7 3.3% 1 7.7% 1 . 0
No Answer 23% 3| 00% 0| 100% 3| 00% 0 and sheriff’s offices (84.6%)
Totals i o i *_*| concurring. Also popular are
Repli :
eplies 126 86 27 ] reflective decals on the rear of

*Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%. Vehicles used by 60 5% Of
police, 69.2% of sheriffs, and 66.7% of state agencies. Written comments show some state-level
agencies are adding reflective markings to the vehicle front, rooftop, driver’s door locking
mechanism, inside trunk lid, and door interior edges. One local agency also places a two inch
reflective stripe around the bottom of the entire vehicle.

*  Emergency lighting configurations

A combination of top mounts,

strobes, and red and blue lights overall Type of Agency e
comprise the most popular Police Dept. | State Patrol | ~yice
‘g Eme ighti ion?
emergency lighting Topmotnts oo 922% 119 | 93.0% 80| 86.7% 26 |100.0% 13
configurations. Police and Strobes 752% 97| 76.7% 66| 66.7% 20| 84.6% 11
sheriff’s offices appear to rely Red and biue lights 729% 94| 76.7% 66| 56.7% 17| 84.6% 11
0 Deck lights 47.3% 61| 39.5% 34| 66.7% 20| 53.8% 7
most on top mounts (93% and Halogens 36.4% 47| 34.9% 30| 40.0% 12| 385% 5
100% respectively) and strobes Other ' 28.7% 37| 302% 26| 233% 7| 30.8% 4
(76.7% and 84.6%). Il’l Red lights 14.7% 19 14.0% 12| 200% 6 7.7% 1
) ) ) No Answer 31% 4| 12% 1| 100% 3| 00% 0
comparison, state agencies equip | o - - ;s .
vehicles with top mounts Replies 125 85 27 13

(86.7%), strobes and deck llghts * Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.
(both 66.7%). Other types of
lights in use include LED, amber, arrow sticks, and wig wags.

*  Equipment carried in trunk

In this question, respondents indicated what equipment is carried in vehicle trunks. Overall, at least
half of all agencies include the following: fire extinguisher (93.8%), first aid kit (93%), police tape
(85.3%), radio transmitter (83.7%), spare tire (82.2%), highway fusees (80.6%), blanket (77.5%),
tire jack (76.7%), measuring devices (71.3%), forms (60.5%), stop sticks (58.9%), raincoat
(56.6%), video camera recording device (55%), and camera (51.2%). Agencies differ slightly in
the frequency of items carried. For instance, 100% of responding state patrols and sheriffs carry
fire extinguishers and first aid kits. The percent of police departments carrying the same items are
90.7% and 89.5% respectively. It appears that state patrol and sheriff’s offices carry more items
than police. At least half of responding sheriffs and state agencies report carrying 18 to 20 items in
the trunk, while half of responding police agencies carry only 10 items.
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Type of Agency

Overall Police Dept. | State Patrol Sg?ﬁréfgs
Equipment carried or mounted in
trunk?
Fire extinguisher 93.8% 121 90.7% 78 | 100.0% 30 | 100.0% 13
First aid kit 93.0% 120 | 89.5% 77 | 100.0% 30| 100.0% 13
"Police" tape 85.3% 110 | 919% 79| 66.7% 20| 84.6% 11
Radio transmitter 83.7% 108 | 76.7% 66 | 96.7% 29 | 100.0% 13
Spare tire 822% 106 | 75.6% 65| 100.0% 30| 84.6% 11
Highway fusees 80.6% 104 | 756% 65| 90.0% 27| 923% 12
Blanket 77.5% 100 | 69.8% 60| 90.0% 27| 100.0% 13
Tire jack 76.7% 99| 70.9% 61 90.0% 27| 846% 11
Measuring devices 71.3% 92| 651% 56| 86.7% 26| 76.9% 10
Forms 60.5% 78| 55.8% 48| 66.7% 20| 76.9% 10
Stop sticks 589% 76| 488% 42| 833% 25| 692% 9
Raincoat 56.6% 73| 453% 39| 80.0% 24| 76.9% 10
Video camera recording device 55.0% 71 40.7% 35| 90.0% 27| 69.2% 9
Camera 512% 66| 43.0% 37| 60.0% 18| 84.6% 11
Shotgun 457% 59| 465% 40| 43.3% 13| 462% 6
Briefcase 434% 56| 372% 32| 46.7% 14| 76.9% 10
Helmet 411% 53| 27.9% 24| 66.7% 20| 692% 9
Manuals 38.0% 49| 279% 24| 60.0% 18| 538% 7
Arrestee restraints 36.4% 47| 33.7% 29| 36.7% 11 53.8% 7
Jumper cables 357% 46| 267% 23| 60.0% 18| 385% 5
Pylons 341% 44| 27.9% 24| 533% 16| 30.8% 4
Flashlight 326% 42| 349% 30| 333% 10| 154% 2
4-way lug wrench 326% 42| 151% 13| 80.0% 24| 385% 5
Other 279% 36| 244% 21| 40.0% 12| 231% 3
Binoculars 264% 34| 291% 25| 200% 6| 231% 3
Shovel 233% 30| 116% 10| 50.0% 15| 385% 5
Impact weapons 194% 25| 151% 13| 300% 9| 231% 3
Water bottle 15.5% 20 70% 6| 333% 10| 308% 4
Tape recorder 140% 18| 116% 10| 233% 7 77% 1
Back-up weapon 124% 16| 12.8% 11 13.3% 4 77% 1
Specialty jack 11.6% 15 58% 5| 233% 7| 231% 3
Tow straps 54% 7 00% 0| 200% 6 7.7% 1
No Answer 0.8% 1 1.2% 1 00% O 00% O
Totals * = P * * *
Replies 128 85 30 13

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.
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Fusees are the sixth most

common item carried in vehicle

trunks. They are used by
92.3% of sheriff’s offices, 90%
of state agencies, and 75.6% of
police. The number of fusees
varies greatly although sheriff
agencies appear to carry more
than their state and city
counterparts.

Type of Agency
overall | bolice Dept. | State Patrol Shortrs
Number of fusees
Between 10 and 20 194% 25| 198% 17| 23.3% 7 77% 1
Between 31 and 50 186% 24| 151% 13| 20.0% 6| 385% 5
Ten or less 12.4% 16 15.1% 13 3.3% 1 154% 2
Between 21 and 30 93% 12 58% 5| 133% 4| 231% 3
Over 50 39% 5 35% 3 6.7% 2 00% 0
Varies 16% 2 1.2% 1 3.3% 1 0.0% 0
No Answer 349% 45| 395% 34| 30.0% 9 154% 2
Totals * " * * « * PR
Replies 84 52 21 11

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

Among other equipment agencies store in trunks are defibrillators, riot shields, bio-hazard kits,
slim jims, laptop computers, tool kits, bolt cutters, pry bars, axes, ropes, and flotation devices.

. Trunk tire mount

Type of Agency
Overall " i
Police Dept. | State Patrol sg;lr::s
Type of trunk tire mount used?

Top mount bracket device 512% 66| 47.7% 41| 63.3% 19| 462% 6
Trunk well mount 256% 33| 233% 20| 300% 9| 308% 4
Vehicle not equipped with a spare

tire 19.4% 25| 26.7% 23 00% 0| 154% 2
Other 23% 3 12% 1 6.7% 2 00% 0
No Answer 31% 4 12% 1 33% 1| 154% 2
Totals * »* * * * * * £
Replies 125 85 29 11

*Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

State-level agencies say they
use the factory installed top
mount bracket device for
securing the spare tire most of
the time (63.3%). Use of the
top mount bracket is less
common in police and sheriff
departments where the rates
fall to 47.7% and 46.2%. The
difference appears to be the

result of a number of agencies (25) who report that they do not equip their cars with a spare tire.

*  Trunk packing procedures

When asked if they have
special procedures for packing
equipment in the trunk, an
overwhelming majority of state
agencies (83.3%), police
(83.7%), and sheriffs (92.3%)
said No. Based on written
comments, agencies with
special packing procedures
appear to use some type of
storage container. Some other
reported restrictions include a
weight limit of 250 pounds,
mounting the VC recording

Type of Agency
Overall . Sheriffs
Police Dept. | State Patrol Office
Any special procedures for packing
the trunk?
No special procedures 845% 109 | 837% 72| 833% 25| 923% 12
Other 116% 15| 140% 12| 100% 3 00% O
Require hard items capable of
penetrating the trunk to be stored
left to right (parallel to the gas tank)
and near the trunk opening. 54% 7 47% 4 6.7% 2 77% 1
Require soft or crushable items to
be stored at the rear of the trunk
adjacent to the trunk wall. 16% 2 12% 1 33% 1 00% O
No Answer 00% O 0.0% 0 00% 0 00% 0
Totals PO PR PR PR
Replies 129 86 30 13

* Note: Muitiple answers can total over 100%.

device on a ledge, requiring all items to be stored parallel to the gas tank, and mounting stop sticks

to the trunk lid.
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Shotgun mounts

Type of Agency
Overall . Sheriff's
Police Dept. | State Patrol Office
Where are shotguns mounted in
patrol vehicles?
Parallel to the roof, behind the
officer 450% 58| 477% 41| 333% 10| 538% 7
Other 279% 36| 233% 20| 400% 12| 308% 4
Upright, between the front seats 217% 28| 221% 19| 167% 5| 308% 4
In the vehicle trunk, parallel to the
gas tank 140% 18| 128% 11| 167% 5| 154% 2
Shotguns not issued to officers 7.8% 10 81% 7 6.7% 2 7.7% 1
In the vehicle trunk, perpendicular
to the gas tank 47% 6 35% 3| 100% 3 00% O
Against the driver's side door frame 16% 2 00% O 8.7% 2 00% O
No Answer 00% O 00% O 00% O© 00% O
Totals PR PR PR PR
Replies 129 86 30 13

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

Responses to the question of
where shotguns are mounted
show three main options. The
most popular is to mount the
gun parallel to the roof behind
the officer. This mount is
used by 53.8% of the sheriffs,
47.7% of police, and 33.3%
of state agencies. The second
most popular response
indicates a mixture of Other
locations, including guns
mounted behind the officer
attached to the roof or
prisoner barrier and guns

stored in the trunk secured in a case or to the trunk lid. The third most popular option is to place
guns between the front seats. For a full listing of other comments, see Appendix B.

MDC/Laptop mounts

A majority of agencies
(63.6%) prefer to mount
MDC/laptops in the console
area of their vehicles. The
only other option seems to be
to place the mounts further to
the right in the front passenger
area. The passenger area is
used by 10.5% of police and
10% of state agencies.

Type of Agency
Overall Police Dept. | State Patrol sg?f&f:s
Where are MDC/laptop computers
mounted?
Center console area 636% 82| 61.6% 53| 76.7% 23| 46.2% 6
N/A or None 20.2% 26 19.8% 17 13.3% 4 38.5% 5
Passenger area 101% 13| 105% 9| 100% 3 7.7% 1
No Answer 62% 8 81% 7 0.0% 0O 7.7% 1
Totals * * * * * * * *
Replies 121 79 30 12

*Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

Respondents indicate that most agencies now have computers in some of their vehicles with only
19.8 % of police, 13.3% of state patrols, and 38.5% of sheriffs answering N/A or none.

Video camera mounts

Responses to this open-ended
question were grouped by key
word to help identify the most
common location for mounting
video cameras. For the full
text of answers, see Appendix
B. Responding state patrol
agencies appear to prefer a
windshield mount (43.3%)
followed by a roof/ceiling

Type of Agency
Overall . i
Police Dept. | State Patrol Sg‘;ﬁ”cfgs
Where are video camera's mounted?
N/A or None 279% 36| 40.7% 35 00% 0 7.7% 1
Windshield mount 225% 29| 14.0% 12| 433% 13| 30.8% 4
Roof/ceiling mount 147% 19| 128% 11| 200% 6| 154% 2
By rear view mirror. 8.5% 11 70% 6| 16.7% 5 00% O
Front dash 7.8% 10 47% 4 10.0% 3 23.1% 3
Center 54% 7 58% 5 33% 1 7.7% 1
Trunk 47% 6 47% 4 00% 0| 154% 2
Others 3.1% 4 23% 2 6.7% 2 0.0% 0
No Answer 54% 7 81% 7 0.0% O 0.0% 0
Totals 100.0% 129 | 100.0% 86 | 100.0% 30 | 100.0% 13
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mount (20%). Police departments were more likely than state or sheriffs agencies to respond N/A
or none (40.7%), suggesting lesser use of video equipment.

. Prisoner barriers

In indicating whether or not they install prisoner barriers in patrol vehicles, police say they use a

combination metal/Plexiglas
cage 75.6% of the time. It is

Type of Agency .
Overall : Sherits also the most common choice
Police Dept. | State Patrol Offi .
_ — lce of state patrol agencies
Type of prisoner barriers installed? 0 .
Combination metal/Plexiglas cage | 66.7% 86 | 75.6% 65| 43.3% 13| 61.5% 8| (43.3%) and sheriffs
Full cage 3% 43| 349% 30| 267% 8| 8% 5| (6] 5%). However, over a
Plexiglas cage 147% 19| 17.4% 15| 10.0% 3 7.7% 1 h d f d
None installed 109% 14| 23% 2| 387% 11| 77% 1| third ofresponding state
Other 70% 9| 35% 3| 100% 3| 231% 3| patrols (36.7%) do not install
Metal cage 5.4% 7 3.5% 3 6.7% 2 15.4% 2 prisoner barriers in their
Half cage 47% 6| 35% 3| 100% 3| 00% o0 hicl 1 .
No Answer 00% 0| 00% 0| 00% 0| oo% of Vvencles. Overall, agencies
Totals - * . i - +| prefer the full cage (33.3%)
Replies 129 86 30 B ] to the half cage (4.7%).
* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.
*  Prisoner restraint seat
The use of a plastic prisoner
restraint seat is more common Type of Agency
in police departments than in Vel | Police Dept. | State Patrol | Sherifs
sheriffs and state agencies. Plastic prisoner restraint seat
: : installed?
Just over a third of the police No 713% 92| 651% 56| 83.3% 25| 846% 11
agencies (34.9%) install this Yes 287% 37| 349% 30| 167% 5| 154% 2
0 Do 3 10, . 0/
type of seat. However, 83.3% | To"ne %% 1) 12 1) _00% 0] 00% 0
of responding state agencies Replies 128 85 30 13

and 84.6% of sheriffs say they
do not use a prisoner restraint
seat.

*  Suggested alternatives

* Note: Multiple answers can total over 100%.

Twelve agencies responded with suggested alternatives.

Police Departments:

- M. V. stops - want officers to approach on passenger side. We do not want shotguns in the

trunk, but with all the equipment in cars, room is at a premium.

Reduce amount of necessary equipment to a more compact storage container.

Considering full trunk container.
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-

I would like to see a better mount for MDC/radio.

Plastic prisoner seat. No cage/cage -vs- crash safety.

State Patrol Agencies:

-

Empbhasis and training placed on parking of cruisers and scene protection. Officers are
strongly encouraged to use fusees verses cruisers for traffic diversion and as warning devices.

We really don't have any required method of how and where items are to be carried in the
trunk but would be interested in any suggestions which would enhance officer safety.

It should be reinforced that anything stored in trunk should be parallel to the gas tank to
prevent penetration in the event of rear end collision.

I think we all carry more in the trunk than is needed.
"Traffic Stop/Back Up" method. Officer parks behind violator (offset left), approaches and

obtains documents, returns to cruiser, backs vehicle further to the right, does paper work,
pulls cruiser back to original position for cover as officer approaches the violator.

> Remove top mount light bars, mount grill and rear deck lamps.
Sheriff's Offices:

=>  Open.

¢«  Comments

Sixteen respondents provided additional comments.

Police Departments:

>

>

Most equipment in trunk is contained in a plastic trunk box for protection and control.

We very much like the Crown Vics and have NO plans on changing make/models. Would
like to see an area specific for laptops/MDTs and shotguns - even if it means cutting down on
passenger (front) compartment.

Since policy and state law requires the use of seat belts, it has been noticed that unbuckling
has gotten more difficult when trying to exit cruiser in an emergency. The center console and
right side firearms make it a challenge.

August 18, 2002, one of our police units was involved in a rear end collision, causing total

collapse of trunk section. The gas tank was punctured but did not burst into flames. If you
would like more information about this accident, please give me a call at 580-221-2553.
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